Doddington Hall has grown its own festive decorations for
centuries. _Clazre Birch, who inherited the house, z‘eﬂ s Amy
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acH Curistmas, Claire Birch and her
team of ladies create a display at Dod-
dington, using home-grown decorations,
\\]mh pmp]r_ flock to see. Decorating
the House is shared between Claire and
her husband James, the resident cutting <uudcn forist
Rachel, the housekee )
ations start in summer, w laire cuts hydrange
alliums and poppy heads that she then dries in armfuls
in spare rooms and outbuildings.
Some of the flowers are used in their natural dried
state; their faded elegance lending a mellow hue to
§ i ior. Others — such as
Id or silver to add
ment. As well as lht
ear, much fc

larc 1 dnd pme cones are gathered.
‘I II(_ hdﬁ ll\t_d at [)()(][lln}z;tl’lﬂ ‘5]]]{(‘ Hh(' was 1]
ents took the house over from her pater-
Ilcll gr clndpdl ents. She married and lived both abroad
and in London but took over from her father and late
mother in 2005. “The House has been open to the pub-
ce the 1950s, explains Claire who lives at Dot
dmuton with her husband James and three child
Luke and Alice.
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a family h:nm that has never hun sold since lt was
built in . Apart from the food thatis grown
e pt'i\'ile ; kitchen garden, the estate also provides the ca
lhu. Lluh(mted Forest located in thu "\L(_UI'HI floor s ind restaurant kitchen with Lincoln Red beet,
n and veni

sper intaining an E
chandelier cr The Christmas dec
wintry landsc: d atur vide 1t

y ssociation n')t ]“](‘1\\1"1‘
a life-size stag will be present. Arrangement Societie ) \\hn hd\ e )r-en invi-
[)miLhanIf:n lld‘\ a |uldu!t cutting n.ndumi and

dington Hdll ()wl
euptoan ago, Claire’s parents Antony Jarvis and his

. .;. ] ; T « . - # - . -
Chri |~»t_|nd*~ tree, B-.t\\un the § ‘1a plcnmd the forest of Umatmm tre ‘hic ; : " C[(Il!'f bad dltd[?ﬂfl()ﬂ() ()rzea [E(lﬂé’d
ol | ' mtemper.fea with chandelier cryata[a on wired
/ ) AT sTing dl A - - " -
sewbats on e i acom-on-the-cob with s cky business of choosing the right N,/ to give the illusion of a wintry landscape’
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WHEN TO VISIT “You'll watch someone g
: ‘See the Hall a tree bei mined nearby,
, borlotti bean pods we Decorated’ see a look in their e
sprayed silver, allowing their natural weekends are on one’s perfect, I hope they put it back.
purple to show through. Globe arti- 10,11,17 and 18 Once you've got the tree, you can

chokes are d]ma T‘I\I)LIH[L' their archi- December. The Farm visit the ‘Bauble Barn', a refurbished
s i - wpllul\r Shop, cafe,

restaurant and
1 whole
. Bauble Barn are
mour when sparkling under open seven days :-pdll h:l s, trac
ht- a week, as is ‘India hand-paintec
Jane at Doddington xists alongside an outpost of the Lon-
Hall’. There are daily don interiors shop, India Jane. However
sales of trees from Jaded you've become with Christmas,

the Estate. ble not to be drawn into the
+ Doddington Hall,

Doddington, Lincoln:

C cll’l ia

s my anc t:..:r.x \\erei i

tors and the |1:u'|st-' }m‘s never been so 01522-694308, grown L]L’LUI atmnsl t]l(_ reen trees, the

or cleared out, it is full of fascinating www.doddingtonhall. baubles and tl fts — all combine to

things, all of which have ¢ 'y to tell! com inspire a determination to make this
The Hall and its gardens, including Christmas the most beautiful yet.
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